
WASCO COUNTY COURT 

REGULAR SESSION 

AGENDA 

NOVEMBER 5, 2008 

LOCATION: WASCO COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 
COUNTY COURTROOM #202, 

511 Washington Street, The Dalles, Oregon 

9:00 a.m. OPEN TO PUBLIC 

9: 1·5 a.m. OPEN TO DEPARTMENTS 

9:45a.m. REPORTS from Members of the County Court on Court activities. 

10:00 a.m. PRESENTATION on economic development in Wasco County; presented 
by Amanda Remington, Wasco County Economic Development 
Coordinator. 

10:30 a.m. PRESENTATION on the Columbia Gorge Future Forum; presented by 
Dan Spatz. 

11 :00 a.m. PUBLIC HEARING on the request by Matt McCall for approval of a 
preliminary partition of a parcel involving a public road dedication and 
naming of the road. 

(This hearing will be opened and continued until November 26, 2008 
at 11:15 a.m.) 

11 :05 a.m. CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL of the Regular Session Consent 
Calendar of November 5, 2008. 

CONSIDERATION of items listed on the Discussion List of November 5, 
2008. 

NOTE: THIS AGENDA IS SUBJECT TO LAST MINUTE CHANGES. 

The facility is handicapped accessible. Please contact (541) 506-2520, 
if you need special accommodations to attend the meeting. 

TOO - 1-800-735-2900 



WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 
NOVEMBER 5, 2008 

PRESENT: Dan Ericksen, County Judge 
Sherry Holliday, County Commissioner 
Bill Lennox, County Commissioner 
Kathy McBride, Executive Assistant 
Lauren Haney, County Court Assistant 

At 9:16a.m. the meeting was called to order by Commissioner Holliday 
since Judge Ericksen was not in attendance at this time. 

Tyler Stone, Employee and Administrative Services Director, spoke to the 
Court regarding the repairs to the Youth Services Office Building. At some point 
a Contingency Fund transfer will be needed to cover these unanticipated 
expenses. 

Discussion occurred regarding repairs being made to the building. 

Mr. Stone reported that the County will find out tomorrow if we will get the 
mobile home from the Forest Service. There will be a cost in moving the home. 

At 9:22a.m. Rick Eiesland, Wasco County Sheriff, stated that he went out 
to Pine Hollow to discuss the designation of a swimming area at the Pine Hollow 
Reservoir. The Barlow Water Improvement District just found out that they do 
not have any insurance coverage. They will be looking into obtaining insurance. 

Some discussion occurred regarding staffing in the Sheriffs Office and the 
transportation of prisoners from NORCOR to the Mid-Columbia Medical Center 
by Mid-Columbia Fire and Rescue. Sheriff Eiesland noted that the last two 
transports cost $1 ,068. 

Sheriff Eiesland reported that Officer Brad Heinige will be meeting with 
Gene Parker, City of The Dalles Attorney, regarding aggressive dogs. The 
Sheriffs Office does not enforce City Ordinances. The County can use 
provisions under state statute and cite dog owners into City Court as long as they 
reside within City limits. 



WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 
NOVEMBER 5, 2008 
PAGE2 

Some discussion occurred. Commissioner Lennox stated that the Wasco 
County Animal Control Program has always followed state law. If the City wants 
to develop specific ordinances and to enforce that ordinance they could do so. If 
the County is going to begin enforcing a City Ordinance then the County needs to 
look at the whole Animal Control Program. 

Sheriff Eiesland discussed with the Court the use of Title Ill funding for 
Search and Rescue expenses. 

At 9:54a.m. the Court recessed. 

At 10:00 a.m. Judge Ericksen arrived. 

The Court reconvened at 10:02 a.m. 

Amanda Remington, Mid-Columbia Economic Development District 
Executive Director, presented the economic development report for Wasco 
County (Attached as Exhibit A). 

Ms. Remington expressed their appreciation for the County Court 
agreeing to assist them in the upgrade of the Economic Development 
Commission's website. 

At 10:26 a.m. the Court recessed. 

At 10:30 a.m. the Court reconvened. 

Dan Spatz, City of The Dalles Councilor and Columbia Gorge Community 
College Representative, presented a summary report on the Columbia Gorge 
Future Forum (Attached as Exhibit B). The purpose of the Future Forum was to 
create a shared regional goal for the Columbia River Gorge. More than 500 
citizens participated; 1 ,500 individual comments were generated. The report 
summarizes the results and the visions obtained during the Forum. It will be up 
to local governments, groups and citizens to bring these issues to reality. Later 
this fall they will begin sharing this summary. 

Some discussion occurred. 

At 10:45 a.m. Judge Ericksen asked Judy Davis, Columbia River Gorge 
Commissioner, if she had anything to report from the Commission. 
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Judy Davis wished to thank everyone who participated in the Future 
Forum. She noted that the Gorge Commission has conducted two tours and 
covered all of the urban areas within the Gorge. They learned that Carson is 
larger than most incorporated areas in Skamania County. 

Mrs. Davis updated the Court that the Broughton decision has been 
appealed. 

Some discussion occurred. 

At 1 0:53 a.m. the Court considered the approval of the Regular Session 
Consent Calendar of November 5, 2008 (Attached as Exhibit C). 

{{{Commissioner Holliday moved to approve the Regular Session 
Consent Calendar of November 5, 2008 as presented. Commissioner 
Lennox seconded the motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 

Some brief discussion occurred between staff and the Court regarding 
amendments to the County's Fee Schedule Ordinance and the adoption process. 

At 11:10 am. Judge Ericksen called to order the Public Hearing on the 
request by Matt McCall for approval of a preliminary partition of a parcel involving 
a public road dedication and naming of the road. 

There were three people in attendance. 

Judge Ericksen asked if any County Court member wished to disqualify 
themselves for any personal or financial interest in this matter. There was no 
one. 

Judge Ericksen asked if any member of the audience wished to challenge 
the right of any County Court member to hear this matter. There was no one. 

Judge Ericksen asked if there is any member of the audience who wishes 
to question the jurisdiction of this body to act on behalf of Wasco County in this 
matter. There was no one. 

Eric Jones, Associate Planner, stated that the Planning & Development 
Department has been informed that Matt McCall, applicant, has not completed 
the construction of the road, as well as met the additional requirements 
necessary for acceptance and naming of the proposed public access road. The 
applicant is requesting a continuation of today's hearing until November 26, 
2008. 
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{{{Commissioner Lennox moved to continue the Public Hearing on 
the request by Matt McCall for approval of a preliminary partition of a 
parcel involving a public road dedication and naming of the road until 
November 26,2008 at 11:15 a.m. Commissioner Holliday seconded the 
motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 

The Public Hearing was recessed until November 26, 2008, at 11:15 a.m. 

At 11:14 a.m. Commissioner Lennox inquired as to the audit letter dated 
October 20, 2008, from the Oregon Department of Human Services in regards to 
the compliance by the Wasco Sherman Public Health Department. 

Kathy McBride, Executive Assistant, noted what Lynnette Benjamin, 
Wasco Sherman Public Health Director, told her about the status of the 
compliance issues. Mrs. Benjamin indicated that she had not completed 
addressing the compliance issues but the state was alright with the delay. 

Commissioner Lennox noted that he sent the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
another letter with his personal comments. The Bureau of Indian Affairs would 
not consider his personal comments even though he is a Commissioner since 
they were not comments from the governing body. 

At 11 :22 a.m. Todd Cornett, Wasco County Planning & Development 
Director, stated that he sent out a memorandum a month ago to the Court, Marty 
Matherly, Roadmaster, and Rick Eiesland, Sheriff, regarding the Urban Growth 
Boundary Amendment moving forward. We need to take this opportunity to 
determine how we want to evaluate the process. Do we follow the same model 
as we do now, or do we come up with a different model? 

Mr. Cornett stated that there has not been any line of communications. 
This would be a good opportunity to take the time and come up with some ideas 
that we want and convey those to the City of The Dalles. 

Mr. Cornett stated that Mr. Matherly is interested in being part of the 
meeting but he is not sure if Sheriff Eiesland is interested. Mr. Cornett would like 
to have everyone sit down and go through what he has written. 

Some discussion occurred. A meeting will be scheduled in mid January 
for this discussion. 

Some discussion occurred in regards to items listed on the Discussion List 
of November 8, 2008 (Attached as Exhibit D). 
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Staff was directed to contact Dianna at Y1 02. No one from the County 
Court will be available to contact Y1 02 tomorrow in regards to today's Court 
Session. 

The product tasting event at the Association of Oregon Counties Annual 
Conference was briefly discussed. 

The Court signed: 

- Regular Session Minutes of February 6, 2008. 
- Order in the matter of dedicating property to the City of The Dalles for a Public 
Street. 
- Deed of Dedication between Wasco County and the City of The Dalles. 
- Resolution in the matter of the inspection of the Northern Oregon Regional 
Correctional Facilities. 
- Fourth Amendment to Department of Human Services 2008-2009 
Intergovernmental Agreement for the Financing of Public Health Services 
between the Oregon Department of Human Services and Wasco Sherman 
Counties. 

The Court adjourned at 11 :46 a.m. 

WASCOfOUNTY COURT 
, 

Bill Lennox, County Comm1 sioner 

ner 



Wasco County Court 
Economic Development Commission update: November 5, 2008 

R.~-e.t c9 t 1 J 5 I o8 

()<:h..'b ;t- A 

• EDC Website: We are working with the County's web developer and have a draft template 
for the new EDC website. It will be firmly integrated into the County site once complete. 

• Needs and Issues: The EDC requested that staff review the needs and issues list and contact 
projects to check their status. EDC requested that staff make determinations as to whether a 
small grant or grant writing assistance program could be utilized to move the projects along. 
Contacts include Maupin, Dufur, Mosier, The Dalles Civic Auditorium and Shaniko. This 
year's Needs and Issues process will be underway with initial contacts this month and a 
process discussion with the EDC. 

• Columbia Gorge Renewable Energy Zone: On October 31st, CGBREZ met with 
congressional staffers regarding priority areas and the opportunity for a renewable energy 
trading hub. We also heard from EDA regarding renewable energy funding priorities. The 
group is also seeking to host a joint trade show booth at WindPower 2009 and will be 
approaching the County for a financial contribution of $2,000 to match funding from other 
partners. Next meeting of CGBREZ is December 5th at 10:00 a.m. at Port of Hood River. 

• Discovery Center/Oregon Solutions: A decision on the Discovery Center application to the 
Oregon Investment Board will be made at the OIB's regular meeting this month. 

• Juicy Ideas: Winning teams from the Juicy Ideas competition will be announced at Hood 
River Chamber of Commerce Business After Hours on November 6th at CenterPointe Bank. 
Videos and products created through the competition will be on display. 

• OECDD Realignment In mid-October the Governor announced his organizational changes 
to the Department which include: 

a. The Main Street Program will move to the Parks & Recreation State Historic 
Preservation Office with support for permanent funding of the program. 

b. The Office of Minority-Owned, Women-Owned, Emerging Small Business 
Certification Program will move to OECDD. 

c. An Infrastructure Finance Authority will be created to administer Water and Waste 
Water Programs, Special Public Works Fund, federal Safe Drinking Water Fund, and 
Community Development Block Grant. This entity will be created with specialized 
skill and expertise in debt management for lottery backed bonds and will eventually 
have an independent oversight board separate from the OECD Commission. 

• Economic Stimulus: Congress is expected to consider a second economic stimulus package 
that could be ready for consideration shortly after the November elections. 

• Economic Development Administration: EDA representative, David Porter, visited Wasco 
County in October and met with the Wasco County Outreach Team. He also travelled 
through south Wasco County and visited specific projects which could seek EDA funding. 

• Oregon Leadership Summit: This year's gathering to discuss Oregon's economy and 
progress on the Oregon Business Plan will take place on December 11th. 

• NSA Appropriations: The Oregon and Washington Investment Boards have been renewing 
efforts to seek appropriations. The Gorge Commission is meeting on November 12th and one 
discussion item will be a proposal for an appropriations request brought forward by 
Commissioner Jim Middaugh. · 

• Next EDC meeting: Thursday, November 20th, 10:00 a.m., Maupin. 

--- EDC staff 



• . Regional Transportation: Mobility Management funds are being sought by Gorge 
TransLink to improve transportation connections regionally. 

Governor Kulongoski' s Transportation for the 21st Century focuses on four key areas, one being 
"reducing congestion and improving freight mobility." 

• Employment: Wasco County's unemployment rate for September 2008 was 5.2%. This is 
down from 6.1% in August but up from 4.2% this same month last year. 



Columbia Gorge Future Forum 
Suggested Talking Points for the Final Report Outreach Presentations 

Last revised: November 5, 2008 

Personal introduction: Dan Spatz, member of the Columbia Gorge Future Forum Working 
Group, a small working committee representing key stakeholders in the Gorge who have 
guided a regional dialogue on behalf of the Future Forum. 

We are proud to present the final report of the Columbia Gorge Future Forum, a regional 
visioning process reflecting the people and communities of the Columbia River Gorge. 

The Future Forum concept began as part of the retrospective/prospective 20th anniversary 
celebration of the National Scenic Area. As discussions among various stakeholders focused 
on the need for such a dialogue, this concept evolved into a comprehensive region-wide 
visioning process sponsored by two states, six counties, Native American tribes, Chambers of 
Commerce, ports, inter-county entities, private and non-profit businesses, economic 
development agencies, the U.S. Forest Service, and the Columbia River Gorge Commission. 
While the Gorge Commission has provided a 'home-base' for the Future Forum project, 
guidance and direction for the process was provided by the Future Forum Working Group. 

Conducted between October 2007 and May of this year, the Future Forum dialogue was an 
open, participatory process involving key stakeholders, local communities, special focus 
groups, and Web-based participation. It was also the first-ever regional conversation of its 
kind in the Gorge. 

The purpose was to create a shared regional vision for the Gorge, and a set of strategies that 
could inspire and inform the decisions and actions of local governments, business, citizens 
groups and others. 

The process launched one year ago at the Columbia Gorge Discovery Center with 150 key 
stakeholders from across the region. 

At this milestone event, a summary of key Gorge trends and issues was presented, and a 
panel of experts offered their opinions on the challenges facing the region. Participants shared 
their values for the Gorge and offered visionary ideas for its future. 

The dialogue continued with a series of community-based meetings in almost every Gorge city, 
as well as special focus meetings with local Tribes and members of the Hispanic community. 
Many citizens also contributed by participating online. 

In total, more than 500 citizens directly participated in this dialogue, generating more than 
1 ,500 individual comments, and many more specific ideas. Most of the Future Forum 
participants were Gorge residents. 

To assure the partial and unbiased analysis of the comments, the Survey Research Lab in the 
Office of Graduate Studies and Research at Portland State University was engaged to 



evaluate the results. They used qualitative data analysis to compile, code, classify and rank 
participant input. 

The result of this participatory dialogue and rigorous analysis was a vision statement for the 
Gorge covering six specific themes - or goals: 

Strong, healthy communities 
Dynamic local economies 
A sustainable environment 
Vibrant, livable places 
Balanced, accessible transportation 
Thriving education and arts 

In addition, 75 specific strategies were recommended to help guide government, business and 
citizen actions in achieving the vision over time. These strategies are rich in ideas -some of 
them bold and visionary, some of them reflecting initiatives already underway in the Gorge. 

The report we are presenting to you today summarizes this ambitious process and the vision 
and strategies that resulted. We want to encourage you to take some time in exploring its 
pages. We think you will be impressed at the wisdom and creativity of your fellow citizens. 

To illustrate a few examples that came out of this process, participants envision: 
increased volunteerism in the Gorge through local schools, parks, and fire departments 
more living wage jobs in such fields as green business and sustainable industries 
increased support for the use of small-scale, alternative energy applications 
more mixed-used development in Gorge downtowns with town squares and public spaces 
improved cross-river connections that accommodate transit, bicycles and pedestrians 
expanded college preparatory programs in local highs schools and community colleges 

If there are two overarching themes that Gorge citizens emphasize in their vision, they are: 

(1} people seek a Gorge that is economically, environmentally and socially sustainable
meaning that everything we do should be attuned to assure the long-term future of the 
region as our home and way of life- both for ourselves and generations to come; and, 

(2} people believe that now is the time for government, business and citizens to seriously start 
working more collaboratively- together- across our local, state, institutional and political 
boundaries to benefit our larger region. 

In reading this report, you will note that there is no formal plan of action attached to it. Even 
though participants had many specific ideas for strategies that would help achieve their visions, 
these generally represented local actions. That's where you come in .... 

Ultimately, it will be up to local governments, businesses and citizens groups to bring the many 
ideas in this document to life. It is at the local level where real change will happen. 

The Wasco County Court can start that process by doing two things: 



(1) by officially accepting this report as a valid expression of public values and aspirations for 
the future; and, 

(2) by considering its contents as you create plans and actions for the future. 

The Working Group and the Future Forum see this report not as a culmination of the process, 
but rather as a beginning of an ongoing dialogue to ensure a secure and sustainable future for 
our region. And we fully expect the vision and strategies to evolve and change over time. 

Later this fall we will be releasing a short, more colorful version of the Future Forum vision 
statement to be shared with citizens across the Gorge. This is to invite the wider public to 
become more involved. As part of this pamphlet, we would like to list the Wasco County Court 
as a supporter of the Future Forum. 

We hope that you and your colleagues join us for next Future Forum event, currently planned 
for 2010. 

We will also be keeping citizens apprised of our progress and related projects at our Website. 

In closing, we want to thank you for your time and encourage your support for this unique 
effort. And now, we would be happy to answer any questions you may have for us. 
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CONSENT CALENDAR 

1. Regular Session Minutes of February 6, 2008. 

2. Order in the matter of dedicating property to the City of The Dalles for a Public 
Street. 

3. Deed of Dedication between Wasco County and the City of The Dalles. 

4. Resolution in the matter of the inspection of the Northern Oregon Regional 
Correctional Facilities. 

5. Fourth Amendment to Department of Human Services 2008-2009 
Intergovernmental Agreement for the Financing of Public Health Services 
between the Oregon Department of Human Services and Wasco Sherman 
Counties. 
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DISCUSSION LIST 

ACTION AND DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

1. Selection of Court Member to contact Y1 02 tomorrow morning between 8 
and 8:30 a.m. to report on today's Court Meeting. 

2. Discussion on the email from Heidi Ochsner, Hood River County, 
regarding the AOC Product Tasting Event in November, 2008. 

3. Request from Kay Tenold, Wasco County Fair Board, for Wasco County to 
sponsor cake and ice cream at the Wasco County Fair in 2009 in honor of 
Oregon's 150 Birthday Celebration. 

4. Discussion and action on letter from Henry (Hank) Hyde, Sportsman's 
Park Homeowners Association, dated October 14, 2008, in regards to 
Snow Removal for Sportman's Park. 

5. Discussion on the request for the County to commit property located along 
Tenth Street Property between Webber Road and Walnut Street in 
The Dalles, Oregon, for a Youth Center. 

6. Discussion on the formation of the Complete Count Committee, as 
recommended by the U.S. Census Bureau on September 10, 2008. 

7. Discussion regarding the Wasco County Wage and Classification 
Committee as to the Committee's responsibilities and purpose, and the 
need for said Committee. 

8. Discussion on the Oregon Government Ethics Commission Advisory 
Opinion No. 08A-1003, No. 08A-1004, and No. 08A-1005. 

9. Discussion on insuring the Wasco County Fairgrounds. 

10. Discussion on documents which need to be approved by the County Court 
versus County Department Heads. 

11. Discussion on the possibly adoption of a County Ordinance establishing 
Railroad Tracking Grinding Regulations. 
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